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Workshop Announcement

"NGO & CBO PARTICIPATION IN POLICY LOBBYING & ADVOCACY: PRACTICAL EXPERIENCES & LEGAL FRAMEWORK"

September 4, 2008


Policy lobby & advocacy can be seen as a process of influencing decision-makers and legislative bodies to have more suitable, transparent and effective policy formulation and implementation. For this reason, civil society's participation in lobby and advocacy is very necessary. To address this issue, a workshop called “Lobbying: Practice and Legal Framework” was organised by the National Assembly of Vietnam and the Social Policy Ecology Research Institute (SPERI) in Van Chai, Thanh Hoa province in March 2007.


The People Participation Working Group (PPWG) and  Consultancy on Development (CODE) will co-organise a workshop on “NGO & CBO Participation in Policy Lobbying and Advocacy: Practical Experiences and Legal Framework” on September 4 at La Thanh Hotel, 218 Doi Can, Ba Dinh, Ha Noi to raise people's awareness and share experiences between different stakeholders, especially NGOs and CBOs, about policy lobbying/advocacy in Vietnam.  For further details, please read the workshop description available on the NGO RC website at:
http://www.ngocentre.org.vn/node/119/.


The organisers would like to extend an invitation to interested organisation to participate in the workshop and register for presentations. 

· Registration for participation: No later than 15 August, 2008

· Submitting presentation (in Word or Powerpoint): No later than 20 August, 2008. 

The presentation topics include: 

I. Different methods/forms of policy lobbying and advocacy such as evidence-based advocacy; budget analysis-based advocacy etc.

II. Practical case studies on policy lobbying/advocacy conducted by  organisations, groups or individuals.

III. Lobbying/advocacy concepts and legalframe work in Vietnam. 

Some recommendations for case study presentation include:

1. Background: Describe the context and motivation for your organisation to decide to conduct policy lobbying/advocacy? 

2. How have your lobbying/advocacy activities been progressing? Which methods did you apply? Why did you decide to employ such methods? 

3. What difficulties/challenges did you face in conducting lobbying/advocacy? How did you overcome those challenges? Were there any challenges that were beyond your capacity to solve? 

4. What results/indicators did you achieve through your lobbying/advocacy activities?

5. What lessons learnt could you share in this workshop? What are your recommendations for policy lobbying/advocacy for NGOs, CBOs in Vietnam? 

6. Following above process and results, what is your definition of “policy lobbying/advocacy”, especially in the Vietnamese context?

Presentations should be written in Times New Roman font, size 13 and should not exceed 7 pages (about 3000 words). Participants pay their own costs of travel and accommodation in Hanoi. The organisers will provide lunch during the workshop and some per diem for those who make presentations during the workshop. 

For registration and submitting presentations, please contact:

Ms. Vu Thi Nga, CODE / PPWG Secretary

Number 33, Lane 1104, De La Thanh Street

Ba Dinh, Ha Noi

Tel: 84.4.7711173  or  0983 889 853

Fax: 84.4.7715691



Email: vtnga@codeinter.org  and  code@codeinter.org 
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